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[ANGLES ON ARCHITECTURE]
The Neutra Colony in Silver Lake

By Karen Numme and Laura Massino Smith
Ledger Contributing Writers

Los Angdes’ mild dimatse
and “anything goes” atiude
has allowed fora greatersense of
sxperimentatlon 1n das'lgn and
architecmire here than in other
plac&s. The Meurra Cu:uln:lnj.r n
Silwer Lalee 1s pru:u:uf ofthis.

Thess single-family homes
were all crested after World
"War Il through the sary 60,
otherwlse knoen  as  “Mid-
Century Modern™ Just prior
to this, there was Spanish Co-
lonlal and Mediterranean Be
“ival, Engl'lﬁh Tudor Bevival
and the French Chateaunesque,
Whar Bichard Mentra was de
slening was radically different,

Anstrian born Meurra re-
located to Los Angeles in the
satly 20s, In the 1930s he re
celved 2 loan for 33,000 o

September 2007

bulld his residence in Silwver
Lake. Locared ar 2300 E, 5i1-
ver Lake Elvd. I still stands,
although it is technically the
second verslon of what became
known as the "VDL Research
House IL" The fizst house was
destm}red b}r fire in the G0s,
W har -:urr-sntlj.r exlsts 1s the re-

built home of Richard MNeutra
and his family,

Diasizned largely by Dion
Tentra, Meutra’s son, the house
s now owned by Cal Paly Fo-
mona.  lhe monlker “WDLY
stands for Van Der Lesuw 2
[hatch businessma nwho loaned
Mentra the n:lr'lg']nal F3,000,

Meutra experimented with
materials In thls house, the
reason for the other half of the
.

t].'.l.& SEEDnd StI:IIj.?:, t].'.I.El'E 15 a CoOp-

narne “RESEELICI'.I. :[_II:I'lj.EqE.:l

per colored glass window, This
was the same marerlal used in
astronauts’ helmets and pro-
hibits ultra-siolet l'lght from
penetrating, The fabrics and
carpeting in that room have
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never faded. Another experi-
mert was the glass front daoor,
Surelj.r not shncl-:'lng norr, but
this type of door would have
been seen in an officebuillding
in the earlj.r G0s, and in facr,
was desloned for that purpose,

The other housss in the
Meutra Colony are alsolocated
on East Silver Lak e E oulevard,
characterized by flat r1oofs,

large expanses of glass and no
OITia Iantat o1,

The original Meutra offics
15 located ar 2379 Glendale
Elwd. The work of Dion MNen-
tra can also be seen at 2434
Ea1l Strest in the “Treetn:lps.”

The Meutra Colony 15 a
time capsule of mid-20th cen-
tury architecture that has be
come an leon of Los Angeles,

L Mecoing Smotch i Macrar
of Architecton! Hutoryp-Arohitec
foat Ho toritn and autha of 2
series of pritdebooks of Lo Angeles
arohifectume,

LR it e tasmila, coma

Faren Muvmne bolds Bhe fitle of
Nzster of Ardhitectsre o Land-
sotpe Landsotpe Architectire and
& o relte weth Kello Wielliames
Fealty in Los Feliz,
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