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Disney’s ‘Frozen’ will melt your heart. Page 8 Hills are alive with ‘Sound of Music Live! Page 20  Salt Lake City offers more than you'd think. Page 26




Raymond Chandler Square

Hellywood B 1ga

Gangsters, show-

girls, filthy rich

women, scam

artists and a savvy

private detective

by the name of

Phillip Marlowe

haunt this intersection. They were the characters in a
series of mystery novels written by Raymond Changler,
who designated a fictional building at this intersection -
the “Cahuenga Building” - as the central point of
Phillip Marlowe’s activities. Some believe the bank
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building on the northeast corner was the inspiration "
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for the “Cahuenga Building”, where Marlowe’s
office was located.

Eer

ew Way to See L.A.

From iconic eateries to historic crime scenes, tours offer new view of the city

By JIM SKEEN
Valley Press Business Editor

he clown was ready to talk murder.
I As guests arrived for his walking tour
of downtown Los Angeles crime scenes,
Crimebo the clown gave them balloon double-
barrel shotguns and started in on the macabre
humor.

“You know what you get when you murder
a clown?” Crimebo asked. “A handshake and
a book deal.”

On just about any given day, you'll find
scores of tourists shuffling onto buses on Hol-
lywood Boulevard like cattle off to market.
They come to see the sights, hoping to catch a
glimpse of a celebrity.

There are better ways to see and learn
about Hollywood and L.A.

You can eat your way across Hollywood,
visit the sites where celebrities have died, see
beautiful buildings (yes, Los Angeles does have

More about the clown later.

Death Tours

A TV or movie star can have many homes,
but there is only one place where they will
die, said Scott Michaels, founder of Dearly
Departed.

The company’s tours include The Tragi-
cal History Tour, hitting about 70-some odd
sights of places where the famous have died,
and Helter Skelter, which visits sites linked to
Charles Manson and the infamous Tate-LaBi-
anca murders.

“We're taking people to the news,” said
Michaels. “People really are learning about
Hollywood history.”

Twenty years ago, Michaels had worked for

Ir You Go ...
v

» Dearly Departed — Tragical History
Tour costs $45 per person. www.dearlydep
artedtours.com.

» TOURific Escapes — Tickets for their
Sites and Bites Tour are normally $99, but
as of publication, was being offered for $85.
www.tourificescapes.com.

>» Architecture Tours L.A. — Company
offers six neighborhood tours for $75 each.
Their special Frank Lloyd Wright and Frank
Gehry tours cost $125. www.architectureto
ursla.com.

» Esotouric — Company has a variety
of tours related to crime and literary figures.
Tickets for most tours are $58. Occasion-
ally discounts can be found on Goldstar.
For their calendar of tours, check out
www.esotouric.com.

the walking tours and $40 for the van tours.
For more details, visit www.crimebo.com.

Graveline Tours, a company that used to hit
the Hollywood sights in a hearse. Michaels left
the company to travel to the United Kingdom,
“for love, basically,” he said. When the rela-
tionship collapsed, he returned to California
and worked for another tour company before
deciding it was time to set out on his own.

“There was a hole in the market and I
decided to fill it with 100 years of Hollywood
dirt,” Michaels said.

Michaels has a storefront that serves as his
base of operations. It also serves as a gallery of
artifacts of the tragically departed, including
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— Top from left, Richard Schave leads tourists away from the Barclay

Hotel during Esotouric’s tour of Raymond Chandler’s Los Angeles; a historical marker for Raymond Chan-
dler Square along the tour (Associated Press photos); The Hotel Cecil, which was once home to serial
killer Richard Ramirez, “The Night Stalker,” is a spot along Crimebo the clown’s walking tour of L.A. crime
scenes. Above, Crimebo, with his balloon double barrel shotgun in hand, gets ready to take a tour group

out on the town (Jim Skeen, Valley Press photos).

the pink Samsonite suitcase Jayne Mansfield
packed the day she died, the hotel door of the
room where Divine died, a vodka bottle the late
Bea Arthur had polished off before a talk show
appearance and a letter written behind bars in
Lancaster by Robert John Bardo, the man who
murdered actress Rebecca Schaeffer.

“I've been collecting weird objects all my
life,” Michaels said. “It’s here to make people’s

wait a little less boring.”

The Tragical History tours include see-
ing the home where the Menendez brothers
murdered their parents, the home where Lana
Turner’s daughter Cheryl Crane stabbed gang-
ster Johnny Stompanato, and the street where
publicist Ronni Chasen was shot. Guests will
also hear 911 calls of famous crimes and inter-
views with those associated with the events.
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“About 50% of my customers are
L.A. people bringing family that are
visiting,” Michaels said. “Ours is a
tour that is not oh-ing and ah-ing
over somebody’s hedges.”

Sites and Bites

For those looking for something
tasty, rather than gore and mayhem,
there is TOURIfic Escapes, the brain-
child of Trish Procetto and her hus-
band Matt Rubenstein. Both had lost
their jobs during the recession (he
was a corporate pilot; she worked for
Mattel) and have since re-invented
themselves as tour guides.

TOURIfic offers what it calls the
“Sites and Bites Tour,” a four-hour
trip through Hollywood landmarks
with stops at eateries for a quick
nibble.

“In the beginning it was blind
faith,” Procetto said of getting res-
taurants on board. “But they saw
we were putting our hearts and
soul into it. We're bringing in small
groups and taking up a small amount
of their time.”

Sites and Bites tours begin at the
Roosevelt Hotel, built in 1927 and
financed by a group that included
Mary Pickford, Douglas Fairbanks
and Louis B. Mayer. The Roosevelt
was also home for a couple of years
to Marilyn Monroe, who supposedly
still haunts the hotel.

The tour includes visits to the
Grauman’s Chinese Theatre (now
called the TCL Chinese Theatre) to
see the foot and handprints of such
stars as Shirley Temple and Hum-
phrey Bogart and even the droid
footprints of R2-D2 and C-3PO.
Imprints include the horseshoes of
Trigger and the glasses of Harold
Lloyd.

Other sights along the way in-
clude the Dolby Theater (home
of the Academy Awards), the el-
ementary school Michael Jackson
attended (it now has an auditorium
bearing his name) and the Viper
Room (where River Phoenix died of
a drug overdose).

Food stops include Crumbs Bake
Shop for cupcakes; the Loteria Grill
for beef and pork tacos, chicken
sopes, chips and guacamole and
homemade lemonade; Mozza2Go, a
pizzeria on Melrose with a clientele

that includes everyday Joes, soccer
moms, and movie stars; Greenb-
latt’s Deli, which is frequented by
Hollywood types making deals and
writing scripts; John Kelly Choco-
lates, chocolatier to Hollywood stars
and movers and shakers; and Mashti
Malone’s, a Persian ice cream shop.

“We feel it appeals to everybody.
Even locals get something out of it
and it’s hard to sell locals on a Hol-
lywood tour,” Procetto said.

Architecture in L.A.

Los Angeles is a city of many
very distinct neighborhoods. One
way to get a very close up view of
these regions is with Architecture
Tours L.A.

The company is the creation of
Laura Massino Smith, a New Yorker-
turned-Angeleno with a master’s
degree in architectural history and a
love of historic preservation.

Massino Smith started off doing
Hollywood tours and gradually add-
ed other neighborhoods. She also
has tours geared toward Frank Lloyd
Wright and Frank Gehry.

“People never really explore the
neighborhoods this way,” Massino
Smith said. “Enlighted people know
there’s more to this city than meets
the eye.”

Her guests come from all over the
world — Australia, Europe, Canada.
They are a mix of architects and ar-
chitecture students, people in design
fields and people just curious about
Los Angeles.

“I get a lot of people who just
want to know the history of the city
through the architecture,” Massino
Smith said. “I get a lot of people
from the L.A. area, like from Santa
Monica or the Antelope Valley, who
want to see the city.”

On the Hancock Park tour, guests
can see the beautiful Streamline
Moderne apartment building that
JFK called his L.A. home, the Getty
House, which serves as the official
residence of L.A. mayors, and art
deco beauties such as the former
Bullocks Wilshire building and the
former Desmond department store.

That tour begins in the parking
lot of what is arguably the most un-
usually designed fast food restaurant
in all of L.A. — the Kentucky Fried

Chicken at Western Avenue and
Oakwood Avenue in Koreatown. It is
an example of Deconstructivist Post-
Modern architecture — it looks like
a bucket the chicken would come in,
only half of it is removed.

That tour includes a neighbor-
hood comprised of exquisite Crafts-
man style homes, palatial family
residences in Tudor Revival, English
Revival, Spanish Colonial and Amer-
ican Colonial Revival styles.

On the tour, Massino Smith tells
a story about Nat King Cole, who
moved into Hancock Park in the late
1940s.

Hancock Park residents were so
alarmed about having an African-
American in their neighborhood
they sent out a letter advising resi-
dents to watch for “undesirables.”

By accident Cole received one
of the letters. He replied that if he
saw anyone undesirable he would let
them know. The Cole family lived in
the neighborhood into the 1960s.

JIM SKEEN/Valley Press photos

CINEMATIC HISTORY — The hand and footprints of the stars of the “Harry
Potter” flms are among the imprints in front of TCL Chinese Theatre in Los Angeles.

Crime Noir

If you're looking to recapture the
Los Angeles of the 1930s and ’40s,
Esotouric has you covered.

The company was founded by
Richard Schave and Kim Cooper and
it was the result of a fascination with
the Los Angeles history of the 1940s.

Cooper wanted to write a book
about Los Angeles in 1947. To get
material and feedback on the project,
Schave suggested a crime blog. They
started doing tours of sites mentioned
in the blog, first with friends and then
with paying guests.

Esotouric initially focused on
crime, but Schave added tours about
L.A. literary lions Raymond Chandler,
James Cain and Charles Bukowski.

Among their popular tours is the
one for the Black Dahlia, looking at
the facts and myths surrounding the
1947 murder of Elizabeth Short. The
portrait that emerges of Short during
the tour is not flattering, but it’s also
not unsympathetic.

Instead of working, Short was a
moocher who often wore out her
welcome. She was a teaser of men,
but not a sleazy woman as some
have portrayed her.

She definitely was not the starry-
eyed woman seeking Hollywood
fame as many imagine her to be.

The tour includes tales of cops
beating suspects, reporters bribing
bus station workers to get Short’s
suitcase and a reporter telling
Short’s mother that her daughter
had won a beauty pageant in order
to gleam information from her.

Those interested in taking the
tour should be aware that there
are graphic photos of Short’s body
at the dump site and of her bruised
and battered face and there is frank
discussion of Short’s sexuality.

Another popular tour is “Ray-
mond Chandler’s Los Angeles: In
a Lonely Place.” Chandler pulled
material for his books from a Los
Angeles filled with corrupt city of-
ficials, racketeers, bad cops and
tough guys.

Schave and Cooper introduce the
real life models for Philip Marlowe,
the doctor feel-goods, hoods and vil-
lains of Chandler’s brilliant works.

“Los Angeles as it exists in the

See NEW on Page 24

SEE THEIGHTS — Trish Procetto, center right, of TOURIfic Escaes points
out some of the sights along Hollywood Boulevard.

COMPANY KEEPSAKE — Merchandise offered for purchase by Dearly
Departed tours includes hats, shot glasses, T-shirts and more.

A

SWEET TREATS — Guests can visit Crumbs Bake Shop dding food tours
with TOURIfic Escapes to grab a sweet treat.

ARCHITECTURE APPRECIATION — The Getty House, the official residence of
L.A. mayors, is one of the sites on Architecture Tours L.A.’s Hancock Park Tour.
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