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One Tour Not Satisfied with Usual Hollywood Routes

m Architecture Tours L.A.
Highlights Unknown
Gems of Los Angeles

BY EDWIN FOLVEN

Man:.- tour companies offer
sightsecing  excursions 1o

movie stars” homes and Hollywood
landmarks, but one local tour guide
strives 1o showcase some of the hid-
den architectural gems in the City
of Angels.

Laura Massino Smith, who oper-
ates Architecture Tours LA offers
different tours of Hollywood,
Silverlake, Beverly Hills, Hancock
Park, Windsor Square, the Miracle
Mile and other locations. An archi-
tectural historian, Massino Smith
has tailored the tours to be enjoy-
able for both visitors and local resi-
dents, many of whom may not real-
ize that there are special landmarks
located in their own neighborhoods.

“|Architecture] 15 something |
love, so | thought, why not show
people. We have so much architec-
wral history in LA, but it can be
kind of hard to see all of this stuff,”
Massino Smith said. “There are a
lot of people visiting who think
L.A. is just Hollywood, and they
really can’t believe it when we go
into these neighborhoods and see
how much is here. For locals, it's
the idea that they have driven past
these things a million times, but
now they get to learn the histories.”

On a recent tour of Windsor
Square, Hancock Park and the
Miracle Mile, Massino Smith point-
ed out some of the many architec-
tural landmarks hidden in our
midst. The tour begins at an unlike-
Iy location: a Kentucky Fried
Chicken outlet at 340 N. Western
Ave. The multi-story fast food
restaurant was designed in 1991 by
the architectural tirm
Grinstein/Daniels, and is an exam-
ple of deconstructivist post-modem
architecture. Massino Smith added
that the owner wanted to do some-
thing differenmt when he franchised

the store.

“It is probably the most distine-
tive restaurant in the chain,”
Massino Smith said. “The inside
and outside is made of industrial
materials that are assembled into a
thing of beauty.”

From Western Avenue, the tour
heads west into the Wilton Place
Historic District, which features
many single-family homes in the
Craftsman architectural style. Mosi
of the homes were built between
1910 and 1930, and feature tapered
stone pillars, low-pitched roofs and
wood exteriors. Massino Smith said
the Craftsman style became popular
around the beginning of the 20th
Century after people grew tired of
Victorian  designs.  Craftsman
homes were viewed as being less
excessive and more in tune with
their natural surroundings, she
added.

A tour heads into Windsor
Square, and the homes get larger
and more opulent. One of the first
stops is the Getty House at 605 5.
Irving Blvd.. which is the official
house of the mayor of Los Angeles.
Designed in the English Tudor style

and built in 1920, the home is locat-
ed one block from Wilshire
Boulevard, which was the commer-
cial center of the city as Los
Angeles expanded westward,

“There are a lot of English Tudor
revival homes in Windsor Square
and Hancock Park, built in the carly
part of the last century,” Massino
Smith added. “They have very
beautiful exteriors, and what is nice
about the old neighborhoods is they
have these old trees that are fully
grown. You just don't see them
everywhere”

After a quick stop on Wilshire
Boulevard at the Scottish Rite
Masonic Temple, which was buili
mn 1961 in the neo-
classical/European beaux arts style
and is adomed with large statues of
famous Masons, the tour heads
back nto Windsor Square 1w the
Higgins, Verbeck, Hirsch mansion
— named after its current and previ-
ous owners — located at 637 5.
Luceme Blvd. Massino Smith sand
the home is a classic example of
Victorian style. 1t was once located
at 2619 Wilshire Blvd., but was
moved to its present location in the
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The Higgins, Verbeck, Hirsch mansion, located at 637 S. Lucerne Blvd.,
is a classic example of Victorian style homes in Windsor Square,

19205 when Wilshire Boulevard
began to tum commercial.

“What's remarkable are the lead-
ed glass windows and the horizon-
tal wood siding,” Massino Smith

said. “It really a gem of a building,

and it's right off Wilshire.”
Additional wur stops in Windsor
Sguare include the Janss, Chandler
House known as “Los Tiempos”,
located at 455 5. Lomaine Blvd,

See page 20
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The El Rey Thealtre on Wilshire Boulevard is an example of the art deco
buildings in the Miracle Mile area.

Architecture Tours Highlight the Unknown

From page 6

The home was designed in the
beaux-ars revival style by the Janss
family, which developed Holmby
Hills and Westwood, and the house
was also once owned by Los
Angeles Times publisher Norman
Chandler and his wife, Dorothy.
Other noteworthy homes in the area
include the Donovan House, 419 S,
Lorraine  Blvd.., which was
designed in the classical Greek
revival style and resembles a large
Greek temple; and the Van Nuys
house, 357 5. Lorraine Blvd.,
which is one of the oldest homes in
the area having been built in 1898,
The Van Nuys home was designed
by architect Frederick Roehrig,
who also built the Green Hotel in
Pasadena. It was once the home of
Isanc Van Nuys, a wheat farmer in
the San Fernando Valley for whom
the district of Yan Nuys was named.

Leaving Windsor Square. the
tour takes @ short jaunt into south-
ern Hollywood for stops at the
Ravenswood and El Royale
Apartments on Rossmore Ave, The
El Royale, which was designed in

the Spanish colonial revival style,
and Ravenswood, which is an early
art deco building, were the former
residences of many Hollywood
celebrities of the 1920s and later.
Hancock Park is the nexi stop on
the tour, and features numerous
additional single-family residences
such as the Young House. and
English Tudor revival s 101 N,
Hudson Ave.; the Smith House, a
unigue example of art deco archi-
tecture in a single family home
located ar 191 N. Hudson Ave; and

Casa de las Campanas (House of

Bells), an expansive Spanish colo-
nial revival style residence located
at 350 N, June Su.

“Hancock Park 15 also where a
lot of the consulates are located,
and is a place where you will see
many types ol architecture side-by-
side in the same neighborhood,”
Massino Smith added.

The last part of the tour focuses
on the Miracle Mile and Wilshire
Boulevard, which boasts many

notable art  deco buildings.
Examples include the El Rey
Theatre, the Desmaonds/

Silverwoods Building and the

Dominguez Wilshire Building.
Massino Smith said the Miracle
Mile not only offers great exam-
ples of the art deco movement
popular in the 1920s, but also fea-
wres architectural gems such as
the former May Company depant-
ment store, now LACMA West;
The Petersen Museum, which was
former the Seibu department
store; and the George C. Page
Museum, which was built in 1976
and features pictorial reliefs on its
exlerion.

“What's great about architecture
is it offers a three-dimensional rep-
resentation of history,” Massino
Smith said. “So many people want
o see this Kind of stuff. They are
really starved for it.”

In addition 1o the Windsor
Square, Hancock Park and Miracle
Mile tour, Massing Smith offer
tours in Hollywood. Beverly Hills,
downiown Los  Angeles and
Pasadena, as well as a regional tour
examining works by architect
Frank Gehry. The tours last
between three and four hours, For
information, call (323)464-T868, or
visit www.architecturetoursla.com.

L.A. Layoffs Cause Problems
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Committee, opposed many of the
layolls. He instead favored improy-
ing efficiencies, which he said has
already saved the city close to 5100
million, 1o help close the budger gap.

“It was beyond stupidity, not
planning who to lay off,” Koretz
said. “Not only did we lay off 330
people we didn’t need to lay off, but
we didn™t realize
what services we
would be  los-
ing.”

No single city
dﬂp;utmﬂnt Wils
responsible  for
overseeing  the
effects of the lay-
offs. Rather, ecach
department  con-
ducted its own
inventory  and
reported o the
Office of  the
Chief Legislative
Analyst (CLA).

“We rely on
the general man-
agers to tell us
what the impacts
would be,” sud
Sharon Tsa,
executive officer
in the CLA's
office. “Somehow or another, the
Bureau of Street Services did not
proceed in that manner. because
when they lost stall, they also lost
basic services. I'm not aware of any
other unanticipated consequences
of the layolls. This is the only one
that has needed more scrutiny,”

Even with increased scrutiny,
though, noi all city deparimenis
agree on the effects of the layolTs m
the BOSS.

The report from the budget and
finance commitiee stated that the
city “no longer has the ability 1o
repair broken imigation pipes,” and
it also mentions several instances
when “the Depurtment of Water &
Power has tumed off electricity 1o

“It was beyond
stupidity, not H
planning who to
lay off. Not only
did we lay off
350 people we
didn’t need to lay
off, but we didn’t
realize what ser-
vices we would
be losing.”

--Los Angeles City
Councilmember Paul Koretz,
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sprinklers over unpaid bills.”

However, Richard Lee, public
information officer for the BOSS,
disputed some of these claims.

“I's non true that ety sprinklers
have been tumed off because of
unpaid bills,” Lee said,

The CLA and the Chief
Administrative Officer are now
working to find funding for median
maintenance. Project funds from
council district
13 will provide
most  of  the
500000 need-
o maintain
medians for the
rest of this fiscal
year. However,
Tso said  the
only  realistic
source of fund-
mg for median
maintenance in
the future would
be the city’s
general fund.

According o
Ben Golombek,
deputy con-
troller of com-
munications for
the controller’s
oflice, it s
almost impossi-
ble 1o effective-
ly track every department’s use of
resopurces because of ongoing trans-
fers and early retirements.

“Things are literally changing on
a dav-to-day basis,” Golombek
sandd, “Analysis we do one day 1s oul
of date by the next.”

Staff reductions at the con-
trodler’s office and other deparn-
ments have also made it more diffi-
cult to accurately track the city's
lnances.

“In our department, there has
been a reduction in accountants,”
Golombek said. “For the last eight
years, our department received the
federal award of excellence for
accounting. That is going to be a lol
more challenging this year.”
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