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Bungalow Style

ByKaren Numme
and Laura pMassino Smith

Ore of our goak k to po-
vide LosFiliz Ledfperreades with
an undestanding of sadouws
Amedcan architectural styks
ard help toanswer the question:
“What style is ry home?™!

The most misander
stood, and one of the most
prolific of California styles,
is the Bungalow style. It re-
fkcts many Acchitectuml
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styles, which explains the
confusion over its definition.
As authors Robert Winter
and Alexarder Vertikoff have
noted in their book neri-
car Bungalow Spde them are
dozens of variations on the
bungabw form including,
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Crafsman Bungalow Cali-
fornia Bungalow and Chi-
cago Bungalow

The word “bungalow
oorces fror the Irdian word
“bangla™ which in the 19th
century mferred to houses,
built in the Bengal style. Brit-
ish colonial offices adopted
this style to build their sum-
mer retreats. These houses
vere one story with tile or
thatched mofs and wide, cow
was created eady on that these
were srall howes fora terpo-
rary retmat.

The rain idea of the
bungalbw was to cluster the
kitchen, dining area, bed
rooras ard bathmomamund a
certral living ama. The style is
also distinguished with sorce
corabiration of the follbbwing:
lovepitched roofs, gabld or
hipped, deep eaves with e
posed @mfters, decorative knee
braces, an open floor plan, 1
or 1 U2 storis—occasion-
ally two—built-in  cabine-
try bearced ceilings, simpl
vainscotirg, lame fireplaces
{often with built-in cabinstry
shelves, or berches on ether
side) and large ard covered
front pomhes.

One reason for the suc-
cess of the Bungabw style
was a backlash of the Indus-
trial Age. The desie among
rany Americans was to own
their own horae and have a
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smaall garden. The Bungalow
provided the solution. bost
of all the Bungabw style
had populist appeal was af-
fordablk and promoted ewy
livability and charm.
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