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The Hollyhock House

By Karen Numme and Laura rassino Smith

Located in BarnsdallPack,

the Hollyhock House, on Holk
lywood Boulevard near Ver-
raont Avenue, is arguably, the
racst iraportant house in Holk
lywood in temas of its phce in
amhitecturml history.

The houss was designed
and built between 1919 and
1921 for Aline Barnsdall
whose farily had rade a for
ture in oil. She envisioned
an arts center with a theateg
guest residences apartroents
and mtail shops as well as her
rsiderce—all  desicred by
Frank Lloyd Wright.

Barnsdall’s favarite flower
was the hollyhock. A long
stalky plant with an attenuated
appeararce, Barnsdall asked
that Wright wse this as his
dssign inspimtion. Evidence
of this can be seen in patterns
of mpeated abstract, geornet-

ricized hollrhocks around the
house. Mayan teraple infle
erces can be seen in the form
of the house, although Wright
deerced this style “Califomia
Romanza™ a style particular
to this area

Barnsdall lived in the
howse urtil 1927 when she
donated it to the city of Los
Angeles, with the condition
that it be wed for the arts.
Curertly it is the only house
desioned by Wright inLos Ane
gels that k opento the public.
For information: www holly
hockhowse net

Farens Neanwme, belds the title
of Master of Avchiteeture and
Landwape Arehietias and is
a realtovistagen'aesigery with
Keller Williaans Realty i Los
Foeliz, v Bareemwiasmn £.0o0

Latwa Mawive Smith bldsa
Materof Arnhiveted His

vy abgese, is o Axhite teal
Histovian andauthor of a sevies
of guaakbooks of Los Awgdes ar-
chitwtiee. She is dso the dretor
of Architectiare Tour LA, wmaw,
ardietietouria com.

www.losfelizledger.com

January 2008



