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THE
IS IN

         BrINg mE your TIrEd gardEN dESIgNS,
poor performing plants and huddled masses of weeds...

The more information you’re able to provide regarding your garden 
questions the more useful will be the answers you’ll get from the 
experts at ValleyCrest. We encourage you to bring:

Los	 Angeles’	 mild	 climate	
and	 “anything	 goes”	 attitude	
has	allowed	for	a	greater	sense	of	
experimentation	 in	 design	 and	
architecture	here	 than	 in	other	
places.	 	The	Neutra	Colony	 in	
Silver	Lake	is	proof	of	this.		

These	single-family	homes	
were	 all	 created	 after	 World	
War	 II	 through	 the	 early	60s,	
otherwise	 known	 as	 “Mid-
Century	 Modern.”	 Just	 prior	
to	this,	there	was	Spanish	Co-
lonial	 and	 Mediterranean	 Re-
vival,	 English	 Tudor	 Revival	
and	the	French	Chateauesque.	
What	Richard	Neutra	was	de-
signing	was	radically	different.

Austrian	 born	 Neutra	 re-
located	 to	Los	Angeles	 in	 the	
early	20s.	In	the	1930s	he	re-
ceived	 a	 loan	 for	 $3,000	 to	

build	 his	 residence	 in	 Silver	
Lake.	Located	at	2300	E.	Sil-
ver	 Lake	 Blvd.	 it	 still	 stands,	
although	 it	 is	 technically	 the	
second	version	of	what	became	
known	as	the	“VDL	Research	
House	II.”	The	first	house	was	
destroyed	 by	 fire	 in	 the	 60s.	
What	currently	exists	is	the	re-
built	home	of	Richard	Neutra	
and	his	family.		

Designed	 largely	 by	 Dion	
Neutra,	Neutra’s	son,	the	house	
is	now	owned	by	Cal	Poly	Po-
mona.	 The	 moniker	 “VDL”	
stands	 for	 Van	 Der	 Leeuw,	 a	
Dutch	businessman	who	loaned	
Neutra	the	original	$3,000.				

Neutra	experimented	with	
materials	 in	 this	 house,	 the	
reason	for	the	other	half	of	the	
name	“Research	House.”	 	On	
the	second	story,	there	is	a	cop-
per	colored	glass	window.		This	
was	the	same	material	used	in	
astronauts’	 helmets	 and	 pro-
hibits	 ultra-violet	 light	 from	
penetrating.	 The	 fabrics	 and	
carpeting	 in	 that	 room	 have	

never	 faded.	 	Another	 experi-
ment	was	the	glass	front	door.	
Surely	not	 shocking	now,	but	
this	 type	 of	 door	 would	 have	
been	seen	in	an	office	building	
in	 the	 early	 60s,	 and	 in	 fact,	
was	designed	for	that	purpose.	

The	 other	 houses	 in	 the	
Neutra	Colony	are	also	located	
on	East	Silver	Lake	Boulevard,	
characterized	 by	 flat	 roofs,	
large	expanses	of	glass	and	no	
ornamentation.	

The	original	Neutra	office	
is	 located	 at	 2379	 Glendale	
Blvd.	The	work	of	Dion	Neu-
tra	 can	 also	 be	 seen	 at	 2434	
Earl	Street	in	the	“Treetops.”

The	 Neutra	 Colony	 is	 a	
time	capsule	of	mid-20th	cen-
tury	architecture	 that	has	be-
come	an	icon	of	Los	Angeles.

Laura Massino Smith is a Master 
of Architectural History-Architec-
tural Historian and author of a 
series of guidebooks of Los Angeles 
architecture. 
www.architecturetoursla.com            
Karen Numme holds the title of 
Master of Architecture & Land-
scape Landscape Architecture and 
is a realtor with Keller Williams 
Realty in Los Feliz. 
www.karennumme.com	

[ANGLES ON ARCHITECTURE]

The Neutra Colony in Silver Lake
By Karen Numme and Laura Massino Smith
Ledger Contributing Writers

Why	not	make	September	
do	double	duty	in	the	garden?				

Of	 course,	 it’s	 time	 to	
plant	 those	 winter	 vegetables:		
root	vegetables	like	beets,	car-
rots,	 onions,	 beans	 and	 po-
tatoes,	 but	 don’t	 forget	 those	
summer	 vegetables	 you	 still	
have…	your	children!		

It’s	 time	 for	 them	 to	 get	
back	 to	 school,	 and	 why	 not	
help	 them	 be	 prepared	 with	
something	 unusual	 for	 “show	
and	 tell?”	 How	 about	 if	 they	
have	some	seedlings	and	sprouts	
to	 take	 in	 that	 they’ve	 start-
ed…with	 your	help.	 It	 doesn’t	
take	much,	it	can	be	really	fun	
since	it	all	keeps	changing	and	

they’ll	have	“show	and	tell”	for	
weeks	to	come.		In	fact,	keep-
ing	a	photo	record	and	an	“ed-
ible”	scrapbook	might	be	a	nice	
touch	too.

With	 whatever	 you	 want	
to	 plant	 in	 your	 garden	 for	
winter,	 the	 seedlings	 can	 be	
started	 in	a	very	 simple	man-
ner	 and	 all	 you	have	 to	do	 is	
start	enough	seedlings	for	your	
own	use	and	then	some	for	the	
“school	project.”	

Here’s	 what	 you	 need	 for	
the	“school	version:”
•	 one	 cardboard	 dozen	 egg	

carton
•	 egg	 shell	 from	 cracking	

eggs	in	half

•	 bit	 of	 potting	 soil	 to	 fill	
the	half	egg	shell

•	 seeds
The	 fastest	 way	 to	 get	

seedlings	 going	 is	 to	 sprout	
them	between	wet	paper	tow-
els.	 	 Beans,	 carrots,	 onions,	
radishes—all	 will	 work.	 	 Put	
the	 seeds	 in	 between	 wet	 pa-
per	towels	and	wait	a	couple	of	
days	for	them	to	sprout.		After	
they’ve	 sprouted,	put	 them	in	
the	egg	shell	with	a	bit	of	pot-
ting	soil	sprouted	side	up!		

After	 they’ve	 gotten	 a	
good	 start,	 you	 can	 transfer	
them	to	a	cut	off	quart	milk	
container	 so	 they	 can	 travel	
well—and	make	 it	 to	 school	
for	 show	 and	 tell.	 One	 of	
the	best	 things	 is	 that	 if	 the	
children	 aren’t	 keen	 on	 the	
results,	 they	can	always	 feed	
them	 to	 the	 class	 rabbit	 or	
guinea	pig!

[GARDENING]

Show and Tell: Children’s 
Gardening
By Melissa Berry / Ledger Columnist

[ SELECT HOME SALES SEPTEMBER 2007 ]

90026 Condominimums	 	 	 	
1701 CLINTON ST 401. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $423,000 

90026 Single Family Homes   

1818 ROTARY DR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $963,000  
1855 REDCLIFF ST  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  875,000  
1672 MORTON AVE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  875,000  
2121 PRINCETON AVE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  825,000  
1429 WESTERLY TER  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  777,000  
  854 N DILLON ST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  722,000 
1920 PRESTON AVE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  660,000 
   630 N VENDOME ST  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  625,000
2518 MAYBERRY ST  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  565,000 
  644 LAVETA TER  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  527,000  

90027 Condominimums	 	 	 	
4301 LOS FELIZ BLVD 14. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $800,000 

90027 Single Family Homes	 	 	
5146 LOS FRANCISCOS WAY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $2,150,000  
2431 N CATALINA ST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   1,480,000  
2073 N CATALINA ST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   1,426,500  
1714 HOLLYVISTA AVE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   1,355,000  
1950 MYRA AVE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   1,318,000  
3531 GRIFFITH PARK BLVD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   1,168,000  
2162 LYRIC AVE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  974,000  
3856 FRANKLIN AVE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  800,000  
4042 CUMBERLAND AVE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  735,000
 	

90039 Single Family Homes	 	 	
2017 N ALVARADO ST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1,270,000  
2254 BANCROFT AVE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   1,250,000  
2441 EARL ST. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   1,135,000
2051 KENILWORTH AVE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   1,100,000  
3015 SILVER LEA TER. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    883,000   
2374 EDGEWATER TER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    830,000 
3147 HOLLYDALE DR. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  752,000   
3922 GLENFELIZ BLVD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    733,000   
3643 BRUNSWICK AVE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    687,000 
3246 LARGA AVE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    670,000   
3027 PETITE CT. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    662,000   
4166 PERLITA AVE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    630,000 
3738 

 COVE AVE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    594,500   
4400 BRUNSWICK AVE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    580,000   

90068 Condominimums 

2700 CAHUENGA BLVD E 4319 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $ 470,000   
3480 BARHAM BLVD 117 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    439,000  
2700 CAHUENGA BLVD E 2305 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    431,500   
 	 	

90068 Single Family Homes 

2922 N BEACHWOOD DR. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    $1,575,000   
3421 TARECO DR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    1,520,000  
1924 CANYON DR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    1,365,000   
7110 SENALDA RD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    1,200,000   
2614 RUTHERFORD DR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    1,200,000 
2256 BRONSON HILL DR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    1,100,000   
2278 W LIVE OAK DR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    1,100,000  
3127 DERONDA DR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    1,060,000   
2234 VISTA DEL MAR AVE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    1,005,000   
6617 LAKERIDGE RD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    913,000 
2234 RINCONIA DR. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    800,454   
6617 LANKERSHIM BLVD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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